ANNOUNCER: You've tuned into another
edition of The Break Room, a

weekly conversation about how
the City of St Augustine

works from those who do the
work every day. Hosted by the

City of St Augustine's
Communications Director, Melissa

Wissel. The Break Room offers a
closer look at the different

City departments and provides
updates on current and upcoming

projects and events. And now
your host, Melissa Wissel.

MELISSA: Welcome to The Break Room.
Thanks for tuning in. I'm

Melissa Wissel, Communications
Director for the City of St

Augustine. With state and local
election right around the

corner, I've invited Vicky
Oakes back to The Break Room.

Vicky is our supervisor of
elections for St Johns

County. She's got lots of
reminders and helpful tips

about how to vote this election
season. Let's get right to it.

Vicky, welcome back.  VICKY: Thank you.
Good to be back, Melissa. And

it's a busy time. We are
conducting early voting now in

St Johns County. We have
eight locations. The great

thing about early voting is
there's no wrong place to go.

MELISSA: Oh, I like that. VICKY: As long as you
vote within St Johns County.
So pick your time. Pick
when it's convenient for you.

Early voting ends on Saturday,
November the fifth at 6 PM.

And just as a reminder to
your listeners, if you have a

vote-by-mail ballot that you
would like to turn in, we have

secure ballot intake stations
at each one of our early voting

sites available during voting
hours. MELISSA: And so is it actually

closed? Like, if I try to drop
it in the box after hours, it

won't go. VICKY: Right. Well they're
inside. Yeah they're

inside. And monitored by an
employee at all times. MELISSA: Okay.

And early voting ends, like you
said, Saturday November 5th.

VICKY: Right. All of our sites close down
at 6 PM. MELISSA: Okay. And early voting

anywhere. But it, what about
mail in? I know it's too late

to... No it's not mail-in.. it has
to be.. VICKY: It is too late.

It's too late to request. Mail
in. A vote by mail ballot.

That deadline is 10 days
before the election. And

the vote by mail ballots that
are out there, there is a

deadline for returning them.
They have to be in the

Elections Office by Election
Day at 7 PM in order to count.

If they are late, they will not
count. MELISSA: And when you say mail-in

ballot. So, if I have the
mail-in ballot at my house, I

can physically take it. VICKY: Yes,
you can physically bring it to

our office on Monday during our
regular business hours 8:30 to

5:30. And it's your
responsibility as a voter. Do

not wait until the day before
Election Day or Election Day to

mail your ballot because it's
too late. MELISSA: It's not like my tax

return. VICKY: No it's not your... MELISSA: State
stamped. VICKY: Minimum five business

days to allow for
first class mail these days.

Because your ballot goes to
Jacksonville and back. MELISSA: Right.

Even though you probably live
down the street from your mail,

your post office. VICKY: Or down the
street from your elections

location. MELISSA: So that's the other
thing. If I want to go, if I

wait too long. I've missed the
mail in. I've missed early

voting. I can walk in to my
location, my voting, what's it

called? VICKY: Precinct. MELISSA: Precinct.
Thank you. VICKY: On election day. MELISSA: On

election day. VICKY: Surrender it and
vote in person. You

cannot turn it in and expect
that it will be counted because

it will not. However, you
can turn it in, surrender it,

and vote in person at your
precinct. And if you have waited

that late, I definitely
recommend you do that. MELISSA: So, if I

and I'm not, I'm, I may sound
like I'm being a little obtuse,

but I just want to be clear.
So, when you surrender.

I'm actually handing in my
mail-in ballot. VICKY: To the poll

worker.  MELISSA: To the poll worker. Not
completed for, to be counted.

VICKY: Right. You'll need to surrender
it. Which means give it up.

MELISSA: Give it up. And it doesn't
count as the vote because if

you're standing in your
precinct, you're going to march

yourself over to your little
machine, and vote right then and

there. VICKY: They're going to issue
you a new ballot. You're

going to go over to voting
booth market. Take it over to

the tabulator. Place it in the
tabulator. Will it, will be

immediately counted. MELISSA: And let's
talk a little bit about the

ballots. I don't have to wait
till I get to the voting booth

to read up and know who I'm
voting for. VICKY: Oh please. Please.

My message to our listeners and
voters is it's a very long

ballot this year. It is
eight and a half by 17 inches

long. There are 11 judicial
races that are simply the

retention questions of the
Supreme Court Justices and the

Fifth District appellate
judges. The question is do you

want to retain an office yes or
no. MELISSA: And I don't know enough

about them to say no. So I
probably would say yes. Does

anybody ever get voted off the
bench, so we say? VICKY:  No. No they

don't. Not really. But I would
encourage voters on our website

at VoteSJC.gov. One
of our quick links right on the

front is General Election
2022. Click on

that link. That will take you
over to a page that is

dedicated with information,
what's on your general election

ballot. There is a guide
Florida voters specifically

where you can do research on
the judges. And there's

also on the back, because it's
not just eight and a half by

seventeen, it's front and back.
And of your ballot. MELISSA: And I

want to tell you, I got mine. It
is really small font. Yes. VICKY: So

there's three constitutional
amendments. One local

referenda. So people need to
use their sample ballots. You

get, got your sample ballot in
the mail? MELISSA: I did. VICKY: Okay. I got

mine, too. MELISSA: I looked at it. VICKY: And I need
to take time to sit down and

prepare before I go and vote.
That is a real time saver for

voters. MELISSA: Makes it, you you're in
and out. You don't have to sit

there and think about it.
 And I sometimes have to

read those things because
there's a lot of like positive

negatives. Negative
positive, double negatives

that's really positive or how,
they're confusing. I don't, so I,

you have to. You really should.
Do the homework and go and go

check it out. VICKY: Exactly. Yes,
people should. MELISSA: If you're just

now tuning in, you're listening
to The Break Room. I'm Melissa

Wissel, Communications
Director for the City of St

Augustine. I've invited Vicky
Oakes. She is our Supervisor of

Elections. I love it when you
come on The Break Room. We're

talking about voting and
whether you've missed your mail

in or your early voting, it's
never too late to do your

homework to find out who to
vote for. There's lots of

information. Tell me a little
bit more about the website,

VoteSJC.gov. VICKY: Correct. My
favorite is right on the front

is my voter status. I can click
on that link, type in my

information, pull my own voter
record up, and look at it,

verify that my address is
correct. I can see my polling

place. If I have a request for
a vote-by-mail ballot, I can

use that link to track my
ballot. When I vote it, mail it

in. You can see the date we
received it and you can even

verify that your ballot has
been counted, right on website,

for vote by mail voters. MELISSA: And if
it's sitting on my kitchen

counter. It's it's going to
show that it's not been

received or counted. VICKY: That's
correct. Right. And then you

can also view your sample
ballot from there. MELISSA: Okay. And

lots of links to all of those
items that are on the ballot, so

I can read up on them. VICKY: Yes.
Under the quick link, General

Election 2022.
There's information on the

constitutional amendments.
There's a candidate list there.

There's the information on the
judges. That's your first place

that you should go. MELISSA: And I'm
going to just point out, if

St Johns County voters
haven't read up or looked into

it. We do have a big item on
the ballot. We're not going to

talk about pro / for / against it.
That's that's your personal

vote. But we do have the penny
tax. VICKY: Penny sales tax. MELISSA: Penny

sales tax. Yes. Which is a big
a big voting item. So, if you've

heard a little bit about it.
You're not sure what it is. Go

to the, go to the county website,
the VoteSJC.gov to read up on

what that item is about. That's
a big one. VICKY: Right and it's a

very last item on the ballot,
after the three constitutional

amendments. MELISSA: And we have local
elections for two City

Commission seats. And we
have County Commission. VICKY:

Actually. Well, we
have one County Commission race

on the ballot.  For
district 4 the writing

candidate withdrew. So,
that leaves Krista

Keating Joseph as an unopposed
candidate. So, when you

go to the voting booth, you're
going to see a little yellow

notice in your voting booth
that says that the candidate

has been withdrawn and you can
just simply skip that race

because it doesn't matter.
She's already been declared the

winner. MELISSA: Okay. And we have a
mayor elect in the City of

St Augustine. VICKY: That was
elected with the primary.

Correct. MELISSA: And we have our other
two seats. I believe it's seat

four and five. And the Beach.
VICKY: No races on the Beach this year, but we have

Airport Authority,
Mosquito Control, and Port

Waterway and Beach. MELISSA: So, lot of
local voting opportunities to

have your voice heard, as a
resident. VICKY: Yes, and then leading

off the ballot is the US
Senate, the Governor's race,

Cabinet Members, and right on down. MELISSA:
Two pages of 8 by 17. VICKY: Well,

it's actually one page front
and back. MELISSA: Front and back.

And let's talk a little bit
before we wrap up. We, did we

get new locations? Did our
locations change a little bit?

So maybe folks really do
want to click that link, my

voter status? VICKY: Yes, because you
can also locate your polling

place and remember, we had the
2020 Census, 2021 redistricting

process. And that brought us new
voting districts, new precinct

lines, and some new polling
places. There have been changes

here in the City of St
Augustine. The River House is

one of our brand-new precincts.
I visited there on election

day. It was love. People are so
happy to vote there. They love

it. We're back at the National
Guard Armory. So, please

voters, know where you vote
before you go. Whether

it's pick up the phone, calling
our office, and getting the

location, going online,
locating it before you go out

the door, so you can get to the
polling place the first time. MELISSA:

Well I was going to say, nothing
worse than showing up thinking

you're going to your same old
spot and you get there, and they

say no I'm sorry, and you're
across town and it's whatever

time and the traffic is
terrible and you can't get

there, or.. VICKY: Or, there's a sign that says
this polling place has

moved. MELISSA: Right. Right. So I moved
and I had to get a new polling

place and my polling place is
not at all where I expected it

to be. I'm actually at the
Calhoun Center from where I

live and I was like, wow, I would
not have thought that that was

my location. So, or
maybe I thought it was the

Calhoun and it's actually the
Armory. I'll have to check.

VICKY: You'll have to go online. It's
on your new voter card.

Remember, we mailed new voter
information cards to everyone

in July ahead of the August
primary. However, since only

28% of our voters turned out
and voted in the primary

election, a lot of voters have
yet to go to their new polling

place. MELISSA: Okay, so look for your
voter card. Voter registration

card. VICKY: Voter information card. You
can always call our office, or

simply visit our website, at the
VoteSJC.gov and look up your

precinct. MELISSA: I want to ask one
quick question. You mentioned,

or we talked about, if I mail in
my ballot and it gets there

late. But it doesn't count.
We, you said you did mail back,

or it was in the primary, you
said you had let folks know

that their votes didn't count,
so. VICKY: We do that every election.

MELISSA: Please be aware. It is not your
tax return. It is not the time

stamp on your ballot. It has to
be in the office. VICKY: Yes and read

the instructions that we
provide you along with your

vote by mail ballot because
that's exactly what it tells

you. Your ballot in order to
count must be in the elections

office by 7 PM election day. MELISSA: 
And last question, if I want to

volunteer to help with voting,
the election process, be it a

precinct, I can't do it for
this vote, correct? Can't do it

for this election. But I can for the
future. For 2024, yes.

And right on our website, we
have a section dedicated to

poll workers. You can go online
and put in an application and

then after the election, you'll
be contacted by my staff, and

we'll put you on. We kind of
have a wait list right now.

But you'll be contacted
in the future. MELISSA: Well, we are out

of time. We talked all, I got,
I think we covered it all. I

love it when you come. Thanks
for coming and visiting and we'll

have you back. VICKY: Thank you. MELISSA: If
you missed any of this episode

and you want to hear it over
again, you can go and visit us

at www.CityStAugRadio.com. We are now on podcast.

We're on Spotify, iHeartRadio,
all kinds of podcasting

platforms. If you'll also go to
CityStAugRadio.com,

you'll see those platforms
listed there with links to our

podcasts. We want to keep you
informed about what's happening

in and around the City and of
course in the County when it

comes to elections. We want you
to hear it here from the people

doing the work and making it
happen every day. Until next

time, thanks for tuning in. ANNOUNCER:
You've been listening to The

Break Room, a weekly program
addressing projects and

programs offered by the City of
St Augustine. Join us each

week as the City's
Communications Director Melissa

Wissel has in-depth
conversations with the people

who make our town work to meet
the needs of our community. The

Break Room is produced by
Communication Specialist for

the City of St Augustine,
Cindy Walker. See you at this

time next week for another
edition of The Break Room.
