. RESGLUTION NO. 9524

A PESOLUTION OF THE CITY.COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF

'ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA, RELATING TO ACCESS TO

~ LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS; PROVIDING A MEANS FOR THE

~ PUBLIC TO CONFER WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS ON AN EX
{11y . PARTE BASIS; PROVIDING A REQUIREMENT FOR
HETT DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS; CREATING
" A. REQUIREMENT THAT RECORDS OF , EX: PARTE
COMMUNICATIONS BE RETAINED BY THE CITY CLERK; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . | Yo

; WHEREAS 'the prmcnples of democratno”govemment have always allowed

their quasi-judi~ial funchons and

WHEREAS the State Leglslature has»adopted Sectron 286 0115, Florida

Statutes, provndmo a means whereby Ioca gove 'ment store the publnc s access to

local government oﬁ” c:als through the adoptron of a reso!utron

NOW, THEREFORE be |t resolved by the Crty Commlssron of the City of Gt.

Augustine, Florida, that:

Section1. The City Commnssron oft he‘ Clty of St Augustine, Florida,
pursuant to the authority set forth in Sectlon 286. 01 15 Flonda Statutes hereby adopts the
following procedures with the intenticn o*r removnng the presumptron of prejudice from ex

parte communications with local public ofr caals by estabhshlng a process to disclose ex

parte communications with such ofr crals ,
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(a) “The procedures adopted herem shall be apphcable‘ to all local

publlc offucrals . whlch} shall mclude ‘the ,Clty?dCommrssnon _and all

elected or appomted board} members serving. onﬁ any Clty board or

provision or,:iordlhahce’ may discuss with any local ublic official the

merits of any matter on whrch’actlon may be taken by any board: or

commrssron on Whlch the local publrc offlcral is a member:

(c) The substance of 'any:exf;parte communication thh, _a local

publlc official, whether oral or lnvkwrltlng, whlch relates to a quasr-

judicial action pendmg before the oﬁucual lsnot presumed pre;udnc:al

te the action if the subject of the communxcatlon and the ldentlty of the

person, group or entlty wnth whom':the commumcatlon took place is

drsclosed and made a part of the record before final action on"lthe

matter.

(d) Alocal publlc 'ofﬁvcial may read a written co:mmuh'ication, fro.m

any person, group or e'ntity. ~ However, a written ommunlcatlon_th'a‘t» -
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relates to a quasn-;udrcual actron pendrng before a Iocat publlc offrcual

or board shall not be presumed prejudrcnal to the actlon lf such wrltten

communrcatron is made a part of the record before frnal actlon on the

matter

(e) Local pubhc offi crals may conduct |nvest|gat|ons and site visits

and may receive expert oplnlons regardlng quaswuducral actions

pendlng before them ;Such \actrwtreséshall _not "be :fpresumed
prejudrcral to the actron if the exlstence of the investigation, ;srtexlvusrt

or expert oplnron IS made :a part of Vthe record’before final actloné on’

the matter.‘s

(f) Drsclosure of wrntten or. oral ex parte ommunlcatfons or of the .

existence of any mvestugatuons or. slte visits by_-local;publuc offrcnals'

and any expert oplmons revrewed by Iocalx pubhc off” crals regardung

quasi-judicial matters shall be pubhcly dlsclosed before or durlng the |

public meeting at whnch a vote is to be takert on such matters |n order

that persons who have oplnlons contrary to those expressed m the ex

parte commumcatnon are glven a reasonable opportumty to refute or

respond to the communlcatlon

oral communication, the commlssmner "or;board‘member may orally

report the subject of communlcatlon and |dent|ty of the personz group

or entity with whom the oral communucatnon took place If the ex parte

communication was |n wrltlng, the wrltten documents shall be

provided to the Clerk before or dunng the pubhc hearlng, and the

If the ex parte communucatlon was an

€
¥
g
[
¢




Clerk, commissmner or board member shali 6réllyvé'hno'unce to the
PUbhca summ ry of the contentsof t:‘hAe‘ wrltten fecprd and the identity

§14

rsom, group-or-entity-providingthe communication.  Such

part of the record, a written summary of the .communica”ii}pn_bwhich

shl be filed with the Clerk and included In the'minutes of such

" ‘meeting.

ADOPTED in Regular Session of the

Augustine, Florida, this _& day of

City Clerk

Res95-24
7118195 (CA)
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