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•·RE:{t�f :b1�i�i�li�;;�(\'.: <- ·,•·, ...
. A RESOLUTION OF.THE CflY_. COMMISSION OF.THE CITY OF

:_·ST • .-,- AUGUSTINE,'-· FLORIDA/?} RELATING ., -TO :ACCESS TO
LOCAL PUBUC OFFICIALS; PROVIDING A MEANS FOR THE 

: ---- PUBLIC TO CONFER WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS ON AN EX 

H . .• PARTE . BASIS;·_ PROVIDING. �--A.:· REQUIREMENT. FOR
· DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNiCATIONS; _CREATING -

A : ; REQUIREMENT.-.�; q-HAT ,,":'RECORDS,.-, OF. i EX/} PARTE '.
· -. --• COMMUNICATIONS BE RETAINED BY.:THE CITY CLERK; AND.

·.� ��� 
.
. . . 

; WHEREAS�! the)nnciples of democrati�, goverriment have always allowed 
:_) ':•· _<:.: ·._;;;.- {·�(}d _·. ur- ;;<>!- r�-:;:�:;< ·,;;',,<:F··}�{'tJJ·:.rJ,�{;�w��?t{.!'1::/'.,(}'t:· :;·;;,, };- i :_ .. ..

. the public to havEfaccess tb.their·erectecfand app'ciinted ·officiahi;'arid ;r ·:<>'· · __ . - -
-• . __ - - - ___ - •, _;t;•'.:t�'f :�:y.:--:-. :·:.>::>r>:::-::;;- ).-- - -, s1-=<�rH'.,;_;._._--L)1'.;��r�2:-�:;1t?_:,·--:.,:\./,,.;-� .. ':'·:.', ; -- - , . -_-- . - __ - . 

. . : WHEREAS;l:sev¢ral_;;decis1ons _o(: appellat�tro.u_rt�i\V1thi1:t)his State- have 
i : - ; • -_--__ - :' . - · ;- : -_ • - ,:- .. -. . . - · _ -- _ · ::- i

;, t >fl ti• i; : ··• ,·-,� :•._tfl: :ff /:tt:;Jt/\ • �J}t};: '\'.:?tltti{fit1tftf �!c1i!t1!'.')f::·t:: /;_ ::: · .. ·J - ,. 
impeded the puolic•s:tight :or,·a·c�ess)cf �r:etjed ··arid"a'pp�inted -6ff1ciars in the. exercise of

!heir quasi-judi�!al ;uncUoS��;�&�;1;1i.t�;it\tjiilt1i�JJll;]i!i{;;g)li; . •. · . • • · · • ·'
··.WHEREAS/ the Stat a Legisf ature has ·;adopted, Section· 286.0115, Florida

.. . -·_ . ·,;_-_.· .·:.,::'\'),'.:: > .·,,·_•.·_.·. ?-->Lf{:.:ll\.}\)�Jtt}P:�-:\;A�i;;:�Jtfg}fy.\:�t:.\1 ·:} :_::' ,' ·_ .· _ .. . Statutes, providing a means whereby local governrrients:can·re·store the public's access to 
••.•.• · '.. , ' • ·;,· s : ••• ,_.,:-��:)ii�'�<-�-�' ·; :,:< �)F'��·����J{/ .\ 'i;�!%Yf �:1>J���� p#q��1i-:-f ,f?'_' '::i. :, > '

local government officials through' the· adopfion\Wir��ioiutiort:·y;:-s; � :-:-: . ·
.

·. ' --
... ·- .: __ ._- _:' :: -_ -_- __ ::tt:::-;�-!-t}:\'JJ}IJ�J}lJJWta·�?}ith.t):::.:.· ._ ---><· 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by_:thr(City �ommission of the City of St. 

Augustine, Florida, that: · ·. · ··' · . 
v ' , , · ,,}1)l{�I 

�l!:lf !ill[!\:}}
: 0 ., .• ..... 

Section 1. The City C6mniission oft ��{�/@oiSt. · Augustine, Florida, 
. _ . - ... ;_\�:-�:. · ·_ �- •fr.:r:�:f;:r-.�:!�•:/·_ �;;��-�> _ . _ 

pursuant to the authority set forth in Section -286.011-5, Flopd.�. Statutes, hereby adopts the 
, . -�/·-· ,:/::.:1•;;···:.-,.-:"··.-

., 

following procedures with the ir.teriticn'c:>f"removing ·th�--piittirilptio�\,f prejudice from ex 

pa rte communications with local p�bUC i��i;,sby e�tati1i:�;�� }ProcesS to disclose ex 
. . 

·,, . 



• 1 • •.: �;••,'. ,: • • < >' ➔ • • 
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, ,: �;�;: 0 • • :_::: .-;'-,·z.-:, �- .- ;, ___ ._. __ .,..:_ ... ·_�;-�-.--.�-.\• .... -. .-.. ;:
-
-��_,_,-:

-
:

-
._--, .. ;-; - : ..... !, �;·':t . -�.-•:"< � - � .. 

. - -·. '. :�:.'./�-�_::./_,_·_�:;_,;��--�:_:�.-�t.·��'_':{.,i�i:i' :;?';�':;i_,, :'? .. , 
!�··-�t·-��:t�f:: -·:../_:.,·, ;::. - . ·:)'"':'"'.:.-'._':_-; :":','_:-�/-�'--.(-.'. 

(a) The procedures ·adopted herein· shall be appiicabte to all local 
- ;·. ';A� .. _: 

. . .. _-,· ,._, -· :/·\,<�, � 

public officials,(�hich, . shalt;.'includo :tha\"cit/.;commission >and all 

elected or. apt�l�ti� �;ard�i:�er� ;;'�1Arbri':�i �;t; board or 
.· ·. :-:._ ._ .. i{t! r,r::t)·f!d.:;t�tF::,�frtr·��-:�//':(1;:i}i�:rittl?.Ji�fr}tt\MJ(:,: (.1)}�.:_>, 

- panel �hite · ·acUrig_Jry/:� \quasi-jtJ.dJcial·; capa�}ty? including/ but not

'limlted to, . '1he1 F�,��'�f�i
li

�nd <z6�l�tt�6t�Jh, �J�icipal . Code 
:. .,'; " 

,, .._ _: .,;· ··.· �. . - ·  �-�-�-

Enforc�meht ! Board; Historic Architectura( Revtew Board;· Board of 
'.:i, ,;:: i ::' t ,,H� .. :\lffI{r.\ .,,'r.i:�i'ft\r>:7rl�'fr;\i _;;'}' ;<). 
'Adjustments and Appeals;'L''Civil Service·, Board; ··poJice Officers 

. . ; . '' >. ·,·: .. ,. . ,·. ":\. . . 
. 

. . .• , •-·. -i\, r,/\; / ,' <\> :.f,. · . -ihr.)i':1: • F:<f1[- r:-:niJfri;• ;.:;;( 1.; , 
. ·'. Retirement Systerr(· Board of._1 :Trustees; :fi�efigtl_tats'}t�ension .Jrust 

· ,_. r: \·', · .. ; _--•. 1;· · / '..Yf · ;' 1rt:•;n-wt::ttf \{f i'If i{i(t i -_ · .' :. :\r:_;�c.r�ii�7f $1� 1 t itt!i}t�Jtr{� ttW:f :t: H:\\T� O'. 1· ; ; 
! Fund Board offf�ustees;· �an_d .. City Employees�;!,R�tirement · System 

· • sOard Of r��!J��i.;if lll�tli!!IJ1tilt '.ili;lf \l!J\{tJ!' 

:�=a 
merits of any matter on which· act,on·_may baJaken, by;·any board or 

. _ .·· .. _ ;, ,_,:::.·. }<ft. ?)Yr::l·It��:1;};l�t1?':tt}(:,-Y ?\· -·_. · .. 
commission on which the local public official is i(rriember�j(}:i�;'\:3 

: · 

. 

:.: i ·
\

·-)<\'.:�.\ ;�/f:::',-.��·:,/:.")- ·., . .·: :�<::\>?t t/·;�/:/�.:�//:·�·}{.\\��-;.{��J:}:�):\�.·11<··.J:�:-:·}}-:::,: ::.··:�·�.:--:' - ·.

(c) The substance of. ahVT�x. p'arta' ;bom.muhihatio�twith a local'• • •,• • • • • '.• • - x:• .•• ':• •: •• �' • - • ' • ,: • ·r, -'\C;�_,.�,>_;; I•--• :L: ; , • • ' ' " •  • • •- • • 
-

' 

public official. whether oral ci/ in writing, �hich ·.rel�te·s to' a quasi-
. '. . '. ,.:-· >:. '";. ,:, ; ' � .: ". 

. 
� .- . ·.; 

judicial action pending before the official is 'r,c;f presumed prejudicial 
. '. :··,\::.·-::.:•:·,'..1 . �;.,_.._,-_-�:;...,· ... ·/· - �- . . .  ,:···_, '. 

person, group or entity with 'whom the, comrnUhicatiort 'took place is 
. -·•.,· .. :_:: /:: • ·. · •. :�· ::,/::;;>ifi;;/X}};i}f/(fS�:tf t\};:{���tti�;�i;f il\UUt]!"Wf-?{,_ ·••·,•':,;• _.{._. . · · disclosed and made a part of the _record beforeJinal_action · on the 

matter. 
. ... , , . , tf 'j\;;ti•§J,i{;&i�ii!f 1f J1;,."i/l;J,¼;t;{,;,/· .....·

(d) A local public official ma(reada
r

itte,n
tmT�ni7�u2�?m 

any person, group: �ren.u'.r:{�;01il;iri;11ti\Iiiiiil�!1�ie;·::�a,t '• _-1 _-: •• ,._� :.--.'\r, 



relates to a quasi-judicial action pending before a local public official 
,· ;: . 

or board shall not be ·presumed prej�dicial to the action if such written 
·.·.· . •,... . . . ' 

- •i 

--

communication is made a part of the record before final action on the 

matter. 
- • • 

J 

( e) Local public officials may conduct investigations and site visits
{; 

li ' 

and may receive expert opinions regarding quasi-judic�al actions 
H ' '. i -.>: :d :,,;;(;' ; ; biJI \ '<E; �;;(i{\/i.H1;:.:;H' . :· 
pending before· tJiemJH- Such ! �'actMties'· shall ? 'no't_·. ·be',_ presumed

: : _ : !'· ;i, - \!:: ; 1i ci1hi-�tfr/ :_-_- :t-:'ftL•:, ;�r(· :Hit�:H idfiW:i (:f\ ,:;
prejudicial to the actiorf if the· existence of the investigation/site visit 
,. ) __ , _,: ·;-1:i:-:,;: ) [, __ , i;;�::k}rf t , ... :, ?;;:.ii y;,fr'.lt{\.m.�l�;�Hh

i 

1/:r:,.:_:•1:,: 
or expert opinion ;is 'made' ·a part,' of the .record before:Jinal _ ��tion on 

the matter. . . ;)!iii L'f
t

inHfli . :'.1;:,;;,;: t�Wijitlttifi1f'!J;i/inc! . 
- -_ i : i • • it\. ;G, r,.: --- .-_·:�<, <-}tntrrrr:>Ji\, ,, , - -

(f) · Disclosure ofwritten or.¢ral ex parte:;comm'.uriicat16r1s: or.of the 
-- ;<. - -- . -___ -.· .-\:,··.\It : . ::.,)J::1,-?,-.fa�{:::(l\\\/·r:·. ,_, _ · __ 

existence of any investigations Or•· site visits: by'-local, public-,officials 
. > .,· ·�·.\:.,1_·.··�·, ... '.:'.-.-:,:_-:�-

-
·
�,�,.\·-\' -�-

::
�?:·:/:

:;�_-\,-'• .. :-:"" ;_ ' 

' .... ':'\;';:·: / -: . : . -;{ .: ... f�·�-: 'i.:, 

and any expert opinions reviewed by l�c�fpublic'�dffidals)·�garding 
. 

. .· .... , 

quasi-judicial matters shall be publicly disclosed before ·or during the 
. ; .. '_: . ' . 

public meeting at which a vote is to beJ�ken cm such matters, in order

that persons who have opinions contraryto those e;pressed in the ex 

parte communication are given a re�sonable opportunity to refute or '·. . .. ::·:·.--�<}; :;< ,-� ·:·. ·_'. ��!� /:;}\:/�� �:···;·•,;·:/':::-� ·-t- . ·_);·.::· -,,;- ;., 

respond to the communication�·. "if' th�.��;{i:�;rte commu'nicati�nwas an 
: -'.:.->/i7:. ,, .. ;_�.::··•··· . ;/<: _;' .•

oral communication, the co:�is;ioneJtr,tar(nlember.
·
.
m�y•··orally

report the subject of communi�fi�� a�JiJ��tiltif tfit 1;��n. group

or entity with whom the oral communication-too�ptace./ lf_the ex parte 

communication was in writing, the written documents shall be 
,·,. ·- : .' ';_. ·-··. 

provided to the Clerk before or c:during the pubtic'llearing,: anc{the 

3 

. 
. '.-.: · ...



. . .. " � 

; .'.:.: �; .. _.�-:-.. ;· 

Cf erk, commfssioner or board member shall orally announce to the 

public a surn��r
Y

of the contents. of the_written record and the identity 
· ,; , :.�f -�j: tt··-�i!t'.�r13ff·:·+t�::··,:;�/.'�n:1.T :,(�,:c'.i):/,�/)>·:,:::h:;:> __ :·\. 

· - .·.
of the< person;<! group ·or .. entity providing the· communf cation. Such 

;· ··ti/ H ij y;\hi�t.· ... ·•· ;if,/iiit.\t\::/:.F ... '.<:.\· :)?::ff\t:; ;>1 !t-. ,. ·· . -·_ 
written record shall be.retained byJh,e _Clerk as part of the minutes of 

•· tRJi)£J�tirl8�ll,r�.iMJ 1n 4mti1.11ttC .. ;••·tr m�lf illf un111ff t,, ··•
', :··. :::-il':: i ·.· .. · ,:_·••�_ij;,··· ..... , i!,(\':\::,:·::·(\:·://' . :".\J:\\h;·J -\-./-._ ... 
(g)>> ) \l In add1t1on to. oral disclosure of ::the subject 

. .· .. ··:;.::::S8t:!l1�,i:st��;}t-/}�.(\;:;}2?i/_:{p't�:/r::{(5i(·.:•·:;:8/t;l�:(�ti�}t:·�f}{)'_•:•.·······._.· ... · ... . .·.:
communlcations�;-tha .. ·commission·er:or boa·rd member,may submit, as .. 
•·.�tJti, iMi:�t,;_;:.:·JXr.iJ/.,f�5i�:1rt,dfiv,, -·.:·.k,YifJ:��-i�\,i tdmy;f'Jt!HH;�;'.f H:}�,-.. 1�···:•···, ·_;.;1·, i .- ·_ ·• - :-

part· .. of
••·
the 

.
r�cor�,

i 
a wriu�n s�rnm�i'?f the J°�T�nication which

Section 2 ... :: This Resofution shall.take effecfimmediatelyupon its adoption. 

. . .... ·. •··•· ..•... · .·.. . ···•·•· ··. ····•· . : '.::i:11" �tf ;i{(tf i!J·,iii,t1:t. ,·· ·.·· ... · i.ADOPTrn in Regular Sessiontf the 'city'tosmissioni of the City of St.

Augustine, Florida, this o<4U >'.·. �8Yof ' :·,��f-t�11:"';/r\A.•;· ... ; AD., 1995 .
• ·:.:,-,:; 

- ,.,,·: ·_i _;_ 

Res95-24 
7 /18/95 (CA) 

•.",'.,-\:,:. ;,:;-�-, ,•-,�<'.;_t, ·t •·,;�.-:<::;·;:::'i,/'c _, 

··· .. •··> •r· \c·. :,,. c:ti�)�����rr::�;���;i;t,,i:-,�tR·:'•·c·•:;i;. 




